
WANNA HELP? — You can help student missionaries 
like Isaac by giving to Hands On’s Lottie Moon 
Challenge project. Visit imbstudents.org/handsongift 
to learn how.
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LISTEN UP! — Jenny & Tyler’s album, Open Your 
Doors, is available on iTunes. Learn more about 
the duo at jennyandtyler.com.

BACK QUADBACK QUAD

How to Waste Your Life
by Chip Henderson
Samson was born with incredible potential and expectations. He was 
a superstar in the making, and everything he needed was given to 
him. But Samson never lived up to the hype. Samson never engaged 
his purpose. He didn’t deal with the wounds of his past. He kept too 
many secrets, refused to tame his temper, never learned to seek God, 
and couldn’t keep his pants on.

The fact remains: Your story is not yet finished. God can and will use you, no matter 
who you are or what you’ve done. Even if your story is rocky and dry. Even if you’ve 
fallen flat on your face. Even if you’ve managed to mess up relationship after relation-
ship. Even if you stubbornly rebelled against God this very hour. Even if you feel like 
you have nowhere else to go, no one to whom you can turn, and no place that will 
accept you with the baggage you bring.

The Bible is full of people who messed up, yet God still used them for His glory. I 
don’t know today where you’re at spiritually, and in what part of life you’re wrestling. 
Maybe you’ve messed up, and you’re trying to get back on your feet. Maybe you’re 
still on your back. Maybe you’re fighting against a “normal” life, and your fear is that 
your funeral could be summed up with, “She was average.” Nobody wants “average” or 
“normal” or “ordinary” or “forgettable” to be the defining characteristics of their lives. 
In fact, you don’t have to do bad things to waste your life. Sometimes life is wasted on 
just being “normal.”

Whether you feel like you’ve already wasted countless seasons, you feel like you’re 
right in the middle of those wasted seasons, or you’re seeking after a story that’s ex-
traordinary, God has something to say to you through the life of Samson. 

Through his life, we’ll see a life well wasted. 
My prayer is that you’d not waste yours.
 
Excerpted from Samson: A Life Well Wasted, by Chip Henderson. Reprinted with permission. 

Visit threadsmedia.com for more information.

BACK QUAD CONTRIBUTORS — Hanna Easley, Chip 
Henderson, Stephanie Hughes, Nathan Magness, and 
Adam York.

“Before I came to know Christ, I would 
describe my life as ‘religious’ and 

‘truly far from God in heart but not 
[in] action.’ But while in college, God 
changed my life. Now, thanks to those 
who give to the Hands On Lottie 
Moon Challenge project, I’m using my 
gifts to share my hope in Christ with 
students in São Paulo, Brazil.”

— Isaac, 
University of North Caronlina 

at Chapel Hill

ARTIST SPOTLIGHT 

Jenny & Tyler
by Adam York

Having a career that combines skill, passion, 
and making a difference for the glory of God 
is a rare honor. Getting to do all that with your 
spouse is an even greater privilege. For the  
Christian folk duo Jenny & Tyler, this dream 
is a reality. We sat down for coffee with the 
couple to learn the story behind their latest 
musical project, Open Your Doors.

Collegiate: How did you meet? And when 
did you start making music together?
Jenny: We met at the University of Dela-

ware during the first week of school. Tyler 
was friendly and talkative. I was shy. He sat 
in front of me on a bus ride to a local church 
and introduced himself.  He led worship at 
the church and Baptist Collegiate Ministry. I 
later got involved in the same ministry. Ever 
since, we’ve been singing together, and 
we’re now celebrating five years of marriage!

Collegiate: Was there a specific inspiration 
behind your album, Open Your Doors?
Tyler: We had several songs in place and 

asked the Lord for inspiration for the album’s 
direction. We were both in need of rest and 
renewal in the Lord. He showed us how to 
abide in Him in that season. And that’s when 
all the songs came together for the album.

Collegiate: Are there any songs on Open 

Your Doors that could speak specifically to 
college students?
Jenny: Growing up, we make a lot of mis-

takes while learning to do life on our own. 
“You Keep Loving Me” and “Little Balloon” 
both have messages that remind us God’s 
grace and love are always available in mo-
ments of uncertainty.

Collegiate: Who are your musical influences?
Tyler: We’re big fans of Derek Webb and 

Sandra McCracken. Their songwriting is so 
good. When they play and sing together, 
something amazing happens.

Collegiate: When you’re not playing music, 
what other things are you passionate about?

Tyler: I like to experiment with making and 
building things. I recently built a bamboo raft and 
a kick drum out of an old suitcase.

Collegiate: Tell us about your college experi-
ence and how it prepared you for your career.
Jenny: I studied history and was involved with 

an a cappella group. I never sang much before col-
lege but rediscovered my love for it there. College 
was a great training ground for using my gifts.
Tyler: Our campus minister played a big role 

in my discipleship during college. His leadership 
helped me become strongly rooted in Christ.

Collegiate: What advice would you give to col-
lege students today?
Tyler: It’s really important to prioritize your time 

well. College is a great time to ask God for wisdom 
about direction in life and relationships.
Jenny: Investing in others is greatly important. 

Never undervalue the time you get to spend 
growing with your college peers. 

ADAM YORK is the editor of Collegiate. Among his 

favorite hobbies are discovering new music and 

frequenting local music venues. 


