
DO YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES? — Journeymen are 
young men and women willing to commit to two years 
of overseas service to change the world. Learn more 
at thetask.org.
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LEARN MORE — For more information about 
Tenth Avenue North and their new album The 
Struggle, visit tenthavenuenorth.com.

BACK QUADBACK QUAD

Tenth Avenue North’s lead singer 
Mike Donehey on the making of their 
new album The Struggle …

“Wherever you are, whatever 
struggle you’re walking 
through, know that you’re not 
alone, and there’s grace every 
step along the way.” 
    

Created to Care

Stewardship. It’s one of those old, churchy words you probably don’t 
hear often — but it’s a word ripe with meaning and purpose. Merriam-
Webster’s  Collegiate Dictionary defines stewardship as “the conducting, 
supervising, or managing of something; especially the careful and 
responsible management of something entrusted to one’s care.” This 
definition hits the nail on the head: a steward is a manager of someone 
else’s resources.

The biblical foundation for stewardship recognizes everything we have comes 
from God and, consequently, we’re responsible to care for all He has entrusted to us. 
First Corinthians 4:2 says, “It is expected of managers that each one of them be found 
faithful.” Without a doubt, God expects us to be faithful managers of all He’s placed in 
our care.

Although stewardship is often connected with money, and for good reason, there’s 
much more for us to manage in our lives beyond the financial. Stewardship comes 
down to this: doing the right things with what we’ve been given. Whether it’s money, 
time, relationships, or the environment, the key is to make thoughtful decisions rooted 
in biblical wisdom.

Our ability to be responsible managers is utterly dependent on God’s guidance. We 
need His wisdom to navigate the many competing opinions swirling around how we use 
our finances, how we spend our days, how we approach our relationships with others, 
and how we care for the environment in which we all live. We need practical advice for 
balancing and budgeting these gifts God has given us. After all, how we manage the 
things in our care demonstrates our faithfulness to God’s mission and kingdom.

Excerpted from Manage: Caring for All God Entrusted to Us, a Bible study by Threads. 
Reprinted with permission. Visit threadsmedia.com for more information.

BACK QUAD CONTRIBUTORS — 
Becca Cipriani, Stephanie Hughes, Michelle 
Myers, Adam Richards, and Adam York.

“Throughout my Journeyman term, I have 
had countless experiences where my 
strength has been challenged. Whether 
by the emotional battles of doing this 

“alone,” homesickness, cultural realities, the 
physical battles of living in the third world, 
or the heat of the day, I am constantly 
reminded that it’s not my strength but 
Christ’s strength within me. Every day, these 
opportunities allow me to grow my faith 

and become a deeper follower of Christ.”
— Jamie Meador, Journeyman 

missionary in Tanzania

ARTIST SPOTLIGHT 

Tenth Avenue North
by Adam York

With the success of 2008’s debut Over and Un-

derneath and 2010’s The Light Meets the Dark, 
Tenth Avenue North has become a force to 
be reckoned with in the Christian music in-
dustry. And the recent release of their third 
and highly anticipated album, The Struggle, 
continues to leave listeners spiritually nour-
ished and eager for more. 

Comprised of lead singer Mike Donehey 
and band members Jason Jamison, Ruben 
Juarez, Jeff Owen, and Brendon Shirley, 
Tenth Avenue North hopes The Struggle will 
challenge listeners to explore the themes 
of forgiveness, redemption, and grace from 
a new and fresh perspective. Our Collegiate 
team had the opportunity to sit down with 
the band to learn a little more about the story 
behind this creative new project. Here’s what 
the band had to say.

Collegiate: What was the inspiration be-
hind the making of The Struggle, and how did 
this become the album title?

Mike Donehey: Ultimately, we all strug-
gle. In Christ, we’re free to struggle, but we 
don’t need to struggle to be free. The same 
power that raised Christ from the dead is liv-
ing inside of us. His grace is powerful enough 
to both forgive us and heal us. As we all dealt 
with this theme in various ways this year, it 
became evident that the song “The Strug-
gle” should be the album title.

Collegiate: Where did the idea for the first 
radio single “Losing” come from?

Ruben Juarez: We had the opportu-
nity to read a ton of letters from fans who 
sent in things they were struggling with. 
There seemed to be a common theme 
among them all. From this, we felt led to 
focus on forgiveness. 

Mike Donehey: With forgiveness, there’s 
a feeling of losing, or death, that’s involved. 
As we consider what Jesus experienced 
on the cross when He asked the Father to 

forgive His executioners, we must come to that 
same place of losing as we forgive others.

Collegiate: How did college prepare you for 
this season of ministry?

Mike Donehey: In college, I found myself sur-
rounded by other peers who would gather in com-
mon areas to worship through music. In a unique 
way, it’s like God “ruined” me, because I experi-
enced His presence before I ever got on the stage. 

Jason Jamison: For me, college allowed me to 
experience God on my own without a borrowed 
faith. Hands-on ministry and having a college 
ministry mentor also helped clarify my calling. 

Collegiate: What advice would give to the 
modern-day college student?

Mike Donehey: Be absolutely obsessed with 
delighting in God. With all the pleasures offered 
to you in college, if you’re not fighting the tempta-
tion of pleasure with the promise of God’s greater 
pleasure, you will give in.


