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BACK QUAD BACK QUAD

Located atop Tennessee’s Cumberland 
Plateau in Cookeville, Tennessee 
Technological University is best known for 
its engineering and technology studies. 
However, the university offers more than 
40 bachelor degrees and 23 graduate 
degree programs. Each year, the university 
continues to have record enrollment and 
now approaches 12,000 students. 

Tennessee Tech was founded in 1915 and 
opened its doors to students in the fall of 
1916. Only an hour away from the major cities 
of Nashville, Knoxville, and Chattanooga, the 
area gives students access to some amazing 
outdoor activities — hiking trails, lakes and 
rivers, waterfalls, caving, multiple state parks, 
kayaking, fishing, and more.

CAMPUS & COMMUNITY
In addition to academics, college athletics, 
and intramural sports, there are almost 200 
hundred student organizations that a Tech 
student can join. On campus, you’ll find 
students hanging out in the quads or cheering 
on the Golden Eagles in various sports. Off 

campus, students frequent local hot spots 
like Poets — the most popular place to gather 
around a cup of joe, enjoy some occasional 
live music, and study. Other hot spots include 
several local parks and dessert hubs Cream 
City and Mae Pearls.

MINISTRY & MISSIONS
When it comes to campus ministries, students 
can choose from more than a dozen multi-
denominational organizations. Though each 
organization has its own individual strength 
in ministering to students, all gather  together 
at least once a semester for worship, prayer, 
evangelism, or service. 

TTU’s Baptist Collegiate Ministry, one of 
the most predominant campus ministry 
organizations, will celebrate its 90th year on 
campus this year. The BCM’s mission involves 
reaching students for Christ, connecting them 
to be an active part of a multi-generational 
body of Christ, discipling them to follow Christ, 
and sending them out to be on mission with 
Christ on their campus, the community, and to 
the ends of the earth.

CHECK IT OUT — For more information about TTU’s BCM — 
their mission, activities, and staff — visit them online at 
tntechbcm.com.

CAMPUS SPOTLIGHT 
Tennessee Tech University: Where Common Ground & 
Lifelong Success Collide by Adam York

The BCM has approximately 350 students involved in Bible study, 75 
international students, 65 upperclassmen leaders, and 35 underclassmen 
leaders. Approximately 43 students served this past year as summer 
missionaries or in Christian ministry, and about 100 students participated 
in one-on-one discipleship.

By design, the BCM is structured so that everything is centered around 
missions. Students are trained to share their personal stories of how they came 
to know Christ with fellow students on campus. BCMers are also encouraged 
to serve in local churches and ministry organizations within the community 
— specifically with the Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief team who serves 
16,000 Thanksgiving meals to the community (including 2,000 meals that get 
served to TTU students by the BCM). Beyond campus and community, many 
BCM students serve as summer missionaries in various parts of the country 
and overseas.

BCM Weekly Activities
The mission of TTU’s Baptist 
Collegiate Ministry is to serve 
churches by leading students to 
fulfill the great commission on 
their campus, in their community, 
and to the ends of the earth. Here’s 
a peek into their weekly activities.

Common Ground (Tuesdays at 8 p.m.)
An on-campus missional movement of 
worship, teaching, and community groups. 

Soul Food Cafe (Thursdays at 11 a.m.)
A $1 lunch (or free your first time) and short 
devotion led by a local pastor.

BCM Chapel  (Mondays at 11:15 a.m.)
A laid-back time of worship and Bible study 
led by students.

International Night  (Thursdays at 7 p.m.)
International students find free food, fun 
games, and good conversation with BCM 
students and other internationals.

PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE
As for the issues and challenges facing today’s college 
students, TTU is both aware and ready to help students 
succeed. BCM Director John Aaron Matthew says 
that nearly 25 percent of his time is spent counseling 
students through past abuse or struggles that have 
somehow shaped their present. 

“I am no longer shocked to find that the most 
‘normal-looking’ students are dealing with some of 
the most traumatic secret struggles,” says Matthew. 

He adds that most students don’t purposefully 
walk away from their faith during college, but 
that it often just happens. “Students must be 
intentional in following Christ, or they’ll get caught 
up in meaningless time-wasting whirlpools. It’s also 
important for students to have parents and ministers 
who can help them seek out churches and campus 
ministries before arriving on campus to figure it out on 
their own,” says Matthew.

For a university committed to the lifelong success 
of its students, Tennessee Tech has proven to be a 
place to connect and grow, both academically and 
spiritually. Students and alumni are enriched due to 
their time as a TTU Golden Eagle.

Before settling at Belmont University, ADAM YORK took a 

summer class at Tennessee Tech. He’s sure to make Mom 

proud with this article about her beloved alma mater.

“Our local churches partner 
to provide support for 
everything we do. We’re 
always trying to work 
together to be more creative 
in strengthening our ability to 
reach more students.”

— John Aaron Matthew, 

TTU BCM Director
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